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vague descriptions of Aornos that have come down to us, than
any other position with which I am acquainted. In all essen-
tial poir>ts, save that of size, the agreement is wonderfully
close. Its position between Baz&r and Ohind, or Bazaria and
Embolima, is quite unobjectionable. Its attribution to Raja
Vara renders it probable that the place may have been
named after him, which would give a very near approach to
the Aornos of the Greeks. Its great height, its ruggedness,
and difficulty of access, its one path cut in the rock, its spring
of water and level ground, and its deep ravine separating the
outer works from the castle, are so many close and striking
points of resemblance, that, were it not for the great difference
in size, I should be very much disposed to accept the
indentification as complete* But though in this point it
does not come up to the boastful descriptions of the Greeks,
yet we must not forget the opinion of Strabo that the capture
of Aornos was exaggerated by Alexander's flatterers. It must
also be remembered that as the campaign against Assakanus
took place "during the winer/'1 and the Macedonians entered
Taxila "at the beginning of spring/' the siege of Aornos must
have been carried on during the very depth of winter, when
the Mahaban hill, 7,471 feet above the sea, and every other
hill of the same height, is usually covered with snow. It is
almost certain, therefore, that even the lesser height of 1 1
stadia, or 6,674 feet above the Yusufzai plain, equivalent to
7,874 feet above the sea, must be grossly exaggerated. In
this part of the country the snow falls annually as low as
4,000 feet above the sea, or 2,800 above the Yusufaai plain,
and as no snow is said to have fallen on Aornos although the
Greeks mention that they saw snow during the winter, I think
that their silence on this point is absolutely conclusive
against the recorded height of Aornos, and therefore also
against the claims of MaMban, and of any other hill exceeding
4,000 feet in height. All the ancient authorities agree in
describing Aornos as a we/?a or 'rock/ with rugged and precipi-

1. Strabo, Geogr., xv. 1, 17.